i78t-3]      THE PEACE WITH AMERICA
was impossible to bring them in without him. It rem to seek help from the Foxites. Here the bitter pe between Shelburne and Fox complicated the situa both for Shelburne, Fox, and Pitt. But before the fig Parliament on the burning topic of the hour, Pitt made to bring- in Fox (nth February). He acted with th< Shelburne and with the knowledge, and probably tt permission, of the King.
Few private interviews have been more import; depended the fortunes of the Ministry, and to som the Empire. If it succeeded, the terms of peace wer pass through Parliament. An alliance would also between two political groups which had almost the and were held apart only by the personal pique of tl A union of the best elements of the Whigs and the C would tend to curb the power of the King, maintain of the flag, and secure the passage of much-needed re defeat, or at least the postponement, of these sa' must necessarily result from persistence in the mis< For the two men themselves that interview was fi grave issues. The repulse of the natural affinities to doom one of them to an unnatural alliance or opposition.
It must have been with a keen sense of the imporl crisis that these able men faced one another. The in soon over. Pitt stated to Fox the object of his visit ; the Whig leader asked whether it was proposed that burne should remain First Lord of the Treasur;hrow of the Ministry.
